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PREFACE,

Thie report is tascd on the informntion obtained from the
interrogation of twenty Korecn "oamfort «irls" end two Jopancse
oivilians oaptured around the tenth of aujust, 1944 in the mopping up
cperctions efter tho fall of Lyitkyina in Burma.

The report shows how thu Jopaness roocruited these Foruen
“oaufort girls", the conditions under which they lived and wor'wd,
thelr rolations with and reaction to the Jspanese soldior, and their
understandings of thu militery situation.

& "oomfort 1rl" is nothin; more than a prostitute or
"orofessional camp folluwor" attachod to the Japanese Army for the
benofit of tho soldiers. The word "ocamfort +irl" is puculiar to the
Jopanesu, Other reports show tho “oomfort girls" have bcen found
wherever it woe nocesscar: for the Japeneso Arcy to [fight. This
roport howevur deals only with the Koroan "caufort girls® recruited
by the Jopanvee and attodied to thoir Army In Surma. Tho Jopniocse
ere reported to have shipped same 703 of theso ;irls to Dunmia in 1942.

RECRUITING)

Berly in May of 1942 Jopanese apents arrived in Korea for
the purpose of enlistinp Korean girle for “ecomfort sorvice" in newly
sonquered Japanesu torritories in Southenst Asla., The naturc of thle
"gorvice” wrns not specified but it wee sssumed to “e worl conaected
with vieiting the wounded in hespitals, rollin; bondapges, and
generelly making the soldiers happy, The induocment used by theae
agonts was plenty of mensy, on op portunity to pey off the failly
debts, cesy worlk, cnd the prospect of e new 1ife in a now land =
Sin;apero. On the bosis of thesv false ropresentations nany ;irle
enlisted for overseas duty end wurc rcwarded with an sdvenco of a
fow hundred yon.

The majority of thu pirle wure imorent and uncductted,
elthou.h a fow had ‘oun connucted with “oldest profescion on carth"
rofore. Tho contract thor signed bound thus to Amy romlatisns and
to wor- for tho "house mastur" for o period of frau six roatha o a
voar dependini on tho feriily dobt for which thoy were sdwnc
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Approximately 800 of those ~irls wure recruited in this
menner rod they landed with thelr Japanest ™house mastor® at Ranroon

around Au uet 20th, 1042, Thor camo in proups of fram ei-ht to &
twonty-two. From herc they were distributed teo warious p;.rta of
Burma, usually to fair sired towns noar Japancse Army U8 .
Eventually four of thess units reached the Myitlkyina wicinity. The-
werey Kyoel, Kinsul, Bakushinro, end Momoya. The Kyool house wre X
onlled the "Maruyema Club", but was changed whon the ;irls resched °
Kyitkyina as Cols Maruynma, commander of the garrison at Lritkyine,
objocted to the similarity to his npue.

PERBONALITY

P

The interrogations show the average Koroan “ocomfort -irl®
to be about twenty fiwe yvoore old, unedusatod, childish, whiasiecal,
and selfish, Bhe is not pretty eithor by Jopanese or Ceusnsian
standards. Bhe is inolined to bo agntiﬂtim;[ end likes to talk
sbout herself, Her attitude in front of strangora is quiet and
demure, but she "knows tho wiles of o woman." 8he claims to
dislike her "profession® and would rathor not talk either nbout it
or her famlly, Boecause of the kind treatment she recuvived ne a
priscner from Amoricon soldlers at Myitlylne end Ledo, she feels

. that they are mero omotional than Japancse soldiers. Bhe is

afraid of Chinese and Indian €roops. N

LIVING AND WORKING CONDIT IONB1 '

In Myitikyina the cirls were usunlly quartored in s larpge
two story house (usually s school building) with a separatc room
for epch girl. There each gsirl lived, slept, and transacted
businesa, In Myltkyilna thelr food wes prepared by and purahasod
from the "house meater™ as thoy recelved no rogular ration from
the Japanese Army, They liwed in near-luxury in Bumma in
oomparison to other placess This was espeolally truv of their .
socond year in Burma. They lived well because thelir food and
matorial was not heavily rationed and they had plenty of monoy
with whieh to purchase desired articles., They were able to
buy oloth, shoes, olgaretteos, and cosmotlies to suppleuwont tho
many L0t given to them by soldiers who had received "omfort
bags® from hame, '

 Whils in Burma they emused themselves by partioipoting
in sports eventa with both offiocers and men; and attended
pionios, entertaloments, and sooial dinners. They hed a phono-
graph) and in the towns they were allowed o go shopping.

FRIOE BYBIEM) -

Tho oconditions under which they transacted business
ware ropulated by the Army, and in congested areas resulations
wore striotly enforoed., The Army found it neocessory in couestod

~ areas to install a syestem of priges, priloritive, and schedulos

7 for "t ‘Warious-units-operabing in o partioular ardae. desrding

..
a

to interrogatlons the mversage system wre as followsy
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B A 1,60 yen 20 to 30 ninutes
P Al 3,00 yon 30 to 40 ninutcs

" 1e Scldiers 10 AX to
T . woos EP to
: B tolZ AL 6,00 yen 30 to 40 minutcs

ey 3, Offioers
£ :

- L] i

These were average gprices in Oentral Bumma, Offioers wers cllowod
®o stay owvernight for twenty yen. In Myitkyina Ool, Marwen:
#lashed the prices to almost one-half of tho average pricc.

e —————
0w =

The scldiers eften oamplainod about congestion in the
houses, On many oocomsions they were not served and hed to leave
as the army was very strict about overstaying leawe, In order to
overoané this problem the Anmr set nside certain days for certain
upite. Usually two men fram the unit for the doy were statiocaod
at the house to identify soldiers. A roving MP was also on hend
to loep order. Following is the schedule used Ly the"Eyoei®house
for the warious unite of the 1Bth Division while at Laymyos

Bunday ====—w-= 18th Div, Hdqs. Btaff
o Monday mememe———— Cavalry
| Tussday =-=—==== Enginoers
i Wednesday ====e== Day off and weokly physical exam.
Thursday =-—---—— Medlcs
Friday --=--==== Wountain artillery
Seturday ==—==== Transport

Officers were allowed to come sovon nipghts a weck, The 3irle
oamplained that even with the schedule congestion was so greet that

! they oould not oare for all guests, thus ocavsing 111 feelin: mion;
many of the soldiers,

Boldiers would ocome to the house, pay the price cnd ot
tickots of ocardboard about two inchos equare with the prico on
the left side and the name of the house on the othor side. Each
soldler's identity or renk wes then established aftcr which he
®took his turn in line®, The girls worc allowed the prerogativec
of roefusing a ocustamer, This was often donc if the person were
too drunk.

PAY_AVD LIVING CONDITIONSs

The "house rmaster" receiwed fiftv to sixtyr per cont of
‘the ~irle' pgross earnings depunding on how mach of a dobt each
girl hed inocurred whon she sipgned her contracl, This meant that
in an average month & girl would zross about fiftcon huidred ven,
She turned over seven hundred and fifty to the "meater®, Y-nv
"noaters® mede 1ife wery difficult for tho girls by ehernin- thanm
high prices for food and other articles,

In the lattur part of 1943 tho drmy issucd ordurs tuact
! ocertain irle who hed paid thoir dobt eould return homu. Sonc of
! the ;;irls were thus allowed to roturc to Koree.

o The intorrogations further show that the heilth of these
glrls was joods Thevr wero well supplied with :cll t"pﬁs of
oontrocoptives, and oftcn soldiers would brin their ovm whioh
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hod buen supplicd by the army, They wore woll trained in loe':in
altorfboth thouselves and custamors in tho metter of hkr oiio, A
r¢ uler Japanesoe srmy doctor visited the housos onoo & wo ): and
ayy jirl found disoased was giwvon troatment, secluded, and even-
tunlly sunt to a hospital, This same procedure waos carrisd on
within the ranls of the Army itsolf, but it is int rostin- to
notoe that a soldier did not loso pa durin: the period he was
confined.

RELLTIONS TO JAPANESE SOLDIERS4

In their relatione with tho Japanocse officers amnd .iom
enly two names of any conseguence came out of interro-atiocus.
Thoy wuro those of Col. Maruyama, cormander of the parrisen at
Fyritigrine, and Maj.Gen. Mizukemi, who brouzht in reinforcouonts,
The two were exaot opposites, Thu former was hard, selfish aud
repuleive with no consideration for his menj the latter a ood,
I:ind men and a fine soldier, with tho utmoot consideration for
thoso who worked under him. The Colonul wns a constant hesitue
of the houses while tho General was nover known to heve wisited
them. With the fall of Lyitkyina, Col. Yaruyams suprosedly
desorted while Gen. Mirukemivcommitted sulecido because he could
not evacuate the men s

SOLDIERS' REACTIONS:

The avirage Jepaness soldior is enbarressed ebout beinp
seen in a "oamfort house™ according to cne of tho sirls who seid,
*whon the placo is packed he is apt to be ashamed if he has to
wait in line for his turn™. However there were numerous
instancus of proposals of marriage and in certain cases unrrias-es
actually took plocu,

All the =irls aprecd that the worst offieers and men
wlio cam¢ to See tham were those who were drunk end leavin-; #r the
frant the following day. 3ut all likewisv agrecd that even though
very drunk the Japanese soldier never discussed military natters
or secrets wlth them. Thougn the zirle micht start the converse-
tion nbout same militery matter the officer or enlisted man would
not talk, but would in faot "scold us for discussing such un-lady
lile subjecte. Ewen Col. Maruyama when drunk would never dlscuss
such matters ™

The soldiers would ofter express how much they enjored
receivin;; mapazines, letters and newspopurs from hame. Ther also
mentioned the receipt of “comfort ba-s" filled with canned cods,
mafa~ines, soap, handkerchiefs, toothbrush, miniature doll,
lipstick, and woodon ¢lo;s. The lipstick and cleo;;s wore
de’initely feminine and the nirles couldn't understand why the
reople at home wure sendin:; such articles, They speculztcd thet
o reader could only have had themscvlves or the “native irls"
i rind.

PEASTICI TO T:E MILITARY SITUuT 10N

It appoars tuet thol “uow vory littlo a>out the ilitor
it:~tion mround wayitiying owon v bto and includin: th

PR ND-97

REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES




- b =

their rotreat and cepture., There 18 howcver some inforistien
worth notings

‘ * "In the initial attac): on Mritlorine and the sir strip
rLout two hundred Japancse died in battle, lesvin:, a-ont two
fuadred to defond tho town, Ammunition was wvor. low,

"Col. Karuyanic dispersed his rwm. Durin: ihe followin
dirs the enory wore shooting haphazardly wverwhere, It was a wast.
sinc. they didn't seum to ain et any particular thins. The
Jepanesu soldiers on the othur hand hed erders tu Fire one shot
et & time and only wher thoy wer: sure of a hit."

“ufore thu enemy attacked on the wust air strip,
saldiors stationed around Myitkyina werv dispatched olsuwhere
to stun tho Allied attack in the North and Wost. About four
hwidred men were loft bohind, larsely fram the 1ldth Re wient.
Evidently Col,. kinruynma did not expect the town to bo attaclod,
Lotur duje Con, Nisulmmi of the H6th Division brousht in
ruinforeunents of more than two rusiments but thuso wore unatlu
to hold the town,

It was the conconsus amonp the ~irls that Allicd
batings were intenso and frightening and boecause of thom theov
epont most of tholr lest days in foxholes. One or two evan
ecrrivd on work theru. The comfort houses were bonod and
several of the girls wore woundod and %illed.

RETREAT A'D CAPIURE,

The story of the rotroet and final capturu of tho
"eomfort pirls™ 1s somewhat vapuo and confused in their owm
minds, From wvarious rvports it eppenrs that the followiny
voourrods con tho night of July &lst a purty of eixty throu
people inoluding tho "eamfort irle® of threc houses (Ralnu-
shinro wae morpged with Kinsui), familius, snd holpers, started
ocross tho Irrawnddy River in samall boats. They evwatunlly
landed samewlhiore noer Woinrmew, They stoyed theru until
aurust 4th, but nevor eptered Weinminw. Fram therv they
followed In thepath of a group of soldiers until Au-ust 7th
viiem thore woo o skirmish with the cnemy and thu partyr eplit
upe The pirls wore ordercd to follew thoe soldlore af™ir a
throu hour inturwml. Thoy did this enly to [ind thusnelwes a
the hanl: of o river with ne eim of the soldlors or amyr ronne
of cvroseini, Thuy roncined in ¢ noarby housu until Au uat 10+¢
wthen thoy werv enpturoed by Ruodidn soldiors led by an Un lieh
e™Micures Thuy were talun to Lyitlzrinn and thun Lo the Ledo
etockado whore thue interregations which forn tiw lasis of this
roport tool ploci.

FROFATA DA s
Tiw. pirlc bn.wow practiell - soth.u, o1 aay pry
luatleic that had Lo wsed o winzgt the Japanouu, T LI
a fow louwlletn i the hade ol .o soldiors but L 0 Tl
wora oapet le to whdlereasisnd the as tlv were i J pateeie n "o
soldiden sl e slignucs Biom ity tha 4rlo. O irl
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remembercd the leaflet about Ool. lcruyema (epparectly it wcs
Myitiyina Troop appesl), but she did not believe it., Othors hecrd
the soldiors disouseing lqeflota from time to timc but me trn;ible
raanrks resulted from tholr ecvesdropping. Howower it is intcerust.

in;; to notu that one officer l'q:ruund the view that "Japan can't win
this war®,

i

REQSTE

Hone of wﬂﬂmﬂ w %ho loydspecior
unﬂ at W’tﬁhm‘ﬁ ors Hentien »
"radic broadeaay®, . ,

They anksd &qp\ hanotl tellin; of the oopture of tho
% Jamfort giris" shoyld not be used for it would endanzer tho livus
of other girls if the sfmy knew of their anphra. Ther did think
it would be a good ddec'fo wtilise ﬂw fook of thelr scpture in eny
droppings plonned for Korea,
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