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1. After the end of the war, XIU Il—s.c'gm?g was brought vack to Xorea immediately, in
Jetaber 1945, by the Soviet army and was introduced to.the citizens of Fyonyyang
as the new head of the country. XTI returned with no army but under the aegis
of the Scviet General Yenkovsky. He wss already well established and had his
support well organized when the Koreans who had been fighting with the Chinese

o

Cormunist forces began to return to their own country.:
g

One of the outstanding leaders returning from China was HITI Tu~chbng,#* who
_arrived or 15 Decewber 1945 with an ammy which had been aiding the Clinese Com-

mwnists. As a brilliant military commsnder backed by a consideraple army, he
wag a popular figure apd more attractive to the Xoreans than the relatively
iittle kmown XII Il=-s%ng. he labter, however, was already well-established
politically, and he and his Soviet sponsors took care to neutralize any influence
KD lu~chbng's milat strength might convey. The arriving army was izmediately
disarmed and scattered’ as far as possible, and when a new People's Army was
organized in February 1943, the KIL I.iu-ch‘jﬁg forces were absorbed into the larvger,
centrally-controlled unit,

N

3. then the Asiatic Liberation Leazue held its conference in 1945, the Korea In-
depandence League, which he had orgenized, tried to send XIIl E-.-'-.u-—chﬁzg as its dele-~
gate, The pro-ﬁc/viet Communists, however, opposed KT'7 and finally the delegate
was CF!OM Yong-kbfn. UIH was indignant and commenced immedizte oppogition to tre i
pro~Soviet elements in the Korean Communist Party and then in the ‘lorth Zorean
Labor Party. He took the line that the Communists, although they showed capability
in organizing the party, were unsystematic in administration, and thst Communism

A was not the best line to follow in public propaganda since Japanese anti-Commurist
propaganda had made Koreans afraid of the name of Comuunist and the conduet of
the Soviet army in Korea had alienated the Xorean pro-Commurist intelleciuals. “
| The pro-Soviet faction tried to remove KI completely fyom party influence and LY %
succeeded in pushing him cut of the foreground, Lub his Chinese subpurs was oo i\ —}
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strong to permit his being entirely eliminated.

Lhe Admittedly XIU Mu-chbng is more distinguished for his militury than for his
political =pility, and this factor made it relatively easy IJor his opponents
to dispose of him within the party and the povernment. Lven in Yenan, he was
considered asout fourth nan in the ilew People!s Party {(predeccssor of the Xorea
Indeprendence League) and concernced himself almost exclusively with military
matters, leaving tpe polities to TWAN Pin, lis rclations with the Chirnese and
with "AD Tse-tung pessonally, however, were always good and he commanded the
Chinese artillery in the 3 Doute Army, being one of two ioreans to hold a Chinese
command. lle maintained some conrections writh olficial Chinese representatives
in orth Korea after his rceburn, out his prostige pradually vaned. fow much
gupport he could count on {rom the Chinese, however, was doubtful even before
the war started in June 1950, and it was believed that nis influence extended
only to a few personal sympathizers and would not be strong enouvgh to induce
the Chinese to back him against Soviet onposition., le had, however, the support

of the Yenan faction within the ‘.IKLP4 50X1-HUM

5.  After a period of virtual retirement, when the lorth Xorean army was forumed,
KI!! was named head of the artillery department and was made a deputy inister
of lational Defense in the government. Even in this position he was under the
cortrol of the 'iinister, CH'OE Yong~kdén. The Soviet faction contimwed to try to
put him in a position where re could be permanently removed, dSut his political
importance was not apparently great encugh to warrant really sirenucus efforts.
Nis attempts to return to China, however, were consistently [rustrated; and he
was never allowed by the XIH Tl~s8n" ~overnment to make any journeys outside
liorth Korea,

6. XYL was assigned tocarry out lond reform in llwanzhae Province some time before
19L9. On one occasion KIl T1-song as secretary of the iorth Horean Lavor Party,
accused KT Mu—ch¥nz of favoring the large land owners o and XL was formelly re-
bukad by the party. The real reason was not his conduct of the land reform,
but his possible political prestige.#s: /After gthat, il Shu~chinz was not heard
of, and it was rumored that he hai . one to .anchuria.

7. when the lorth Xureans invaded the south in June 1950, XTI reappeared as com—
nander of the Horth Koresan L Corps and fought at the froni around the rfusan per-
imeter in furust and Septesber 1950. (iis headgquarters was at lyopchon. In the

retreat from the perimeter, he was put in charge of collection and resrganization
off tha lorth Korean troops as they withdrew. The rout was oo great, huwever,
and he 1id not succeed in restoring order. 2As a resull, he was relisved of his

8. At a mesting of the lNorth Zorean Laber larty on 20 Decemver, I was accus
failure to fight aggressively, arbitrary murder of his subordinates, tendencies
to attempt to preserve traditions of militaryeaste, and failure to reorganize
and mopilize the retreating lorth Korean troops. , The Central Committee voted
to expel him from the porty. 1) Song-taek (’,‘{ 5\5 idr ), former inister of Lobor
and commanier of People's Army Guerrilla Tméps Troft the beginning of ©

tha war,
waz alsc expelled from the psrity on similar charges.

9. Political observers believed that the removal of XIUI Z,-iuuchblfg from the purty,
after so long a period of toleration, at thal particular time was part of the
effsrt of the Sovieb clique to eliminate from positims of power all pariy members
with influence in Chinag or awong Chinese Comnunists and at the sams time to cast
on them the reaponsibility for the lorth Korean reverses, thus discréditing the
Ghinese likewise, These moves were assumed to be intended to lessen the amount
of pressure the Chinese Communists would be able to apply on the lorth Horean
government in the fubure., It was reported that powerful leaders of the South
Xorean Lascr Party with Chinese connections wore similarly removed from their
positions.
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10: Tn early 1951, it was mwored in Sorth forean political circles that XTI "
chong, as & result of the Labor Party decision, had been removed from 211 ol
positions. There was en ad’itiomal rumor that he had been imprisoned.

50X1-HUM
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Comment, iiis name is sometimesziven thus, sometime simply as LU
Chong, - nd sometimes as CH'Ob Chong, KIll lu-chéhg appears to be the
nost comaonly used version,

e g £ i N

s ' Go-mex}t?‘ 6] !a:.:..s?p (,?{ j}{), deputy secretary of the TILP, 50X1-HUM
received a sinilar rebuke on dilierent zrounds but lor the saue basic
reasone his political importance,
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